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PATENT 



Patent Application Serial No. 10/790,934 
Attorney Docket No.03-026 



EV THE VTNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



BEOaVED 

6HMTRAL CEJWBR 
may 0 3 2004 



CUSTOMER NO. 22927 




Applicants: 
Application No.: 
Filed: 

Title: 

Attorney Docket No. 



Walker et al. 

10/790,934 
March 2, 2004 

METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR PROVIDING REGULAR 

entrance into a BONUS GAME 

03-026 




Group Art Unit: Not Y et Assigned 

Examiner: Not Yet Assigned 



Mail Stop No-Fee Amendment 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 



Dear Sir: 

Prior to examination, entry of the following amendments into the above-identified 
application is respectfully requested. 
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PATENT 



Patent Application Serial No. 10/790,934 
Attorney Docket No.03-026 



SPECIFICATION AMENDMENTS 

Please REPLACE the section on page 1, following “RELATED APPLICATIONS” 
with the following: 

This application claims priority to commonly-owned, co-pending U.S. Provisional 
Patent Application Serial No. 60/451,607, riled March 3, 2003, entitled METHOD AND 
APPARATUS FOR PROVIDING REGULAR ENTRANCE INTO A BONUS GAME" 
which is incoiporated herein by reference in its entirety for all purposes. 

This application is a continuation-m-part of; 

commonly-owned, co-pending U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 10/419,303, 
filed April 1 8, 2003, entitled "METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR PROVIDING A 
TIME BASED PAYMENT FROM A GAMING DEVICE"; and is also a continuation-in- 
part of: 

commoiily-owned, co-pending U.S, Patent Application Serial No. 10/420,066, 
filed April 21, 2003, endtled "METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR EMPLOYING FLAT 
RATE PLAY"; and is also a continuation-in-part of: 

commonly owned, co - p e nding U.S. Pat e nt Application ScnolNo. 10/41 ‘ 1,93^, 
filed April 15, 2003, ontitiod "METHOD AND i \PPi\RATUS FOR LEAKED PLAY 
GAJ . 1ING WITH COMBINED OUTCOMES AND SHARED^TOICLV; and is also a 
continuafion - in - port of: 

commonly-owned, co-pending U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 10/420,981, 
filed April 22, 2003, entitled "GAMING DEVICE METHOD AND APPARATUS 
EMPLOYING ALTERNATE PAYOUT FEATURES"; and i$ also a continuation-in-part 
of; 

commonly-owned, co-pending U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 10/xxx,xxx 

(Attorney docket No. 03-005), filed February 26, 2004, entitled "METHOD AND 

APPARATUS FOR PLAY OF A GAME WITH NEGATIVE OUTCOMES". 

Each of the above-referenced applications is incoiporated herein by reference in its 
entirety for all purposes. 
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PATENT 



Patent Application Serial No. 10/790,934 
Attorney Docket No.03-026 



The present anplicatiop is relo-tod to coniinonlv owned 00 -1360(11115 U.S. Patsnj 
AnnIicationNo. 10/414,934 filed April 15. 2003, entitled "METHOD A3S PD 
APPARATUS FOR LINKPr) PT.AY GAMING WITH COMBIN ED OUTCOMES AND 
SHARED INDICIA”: which is incorporated herein by reference in its entirety f qr a^l 
purposes. 
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PATENT 



Patent Application Serial No. 10/790,934 
Attorney Docket No.03-026 



Remarks 

Tlie specification has been amended to delete a pnority claim to a pending 
application. No new matter has been added. That pending application remains 
incorporated by reference, as it was on filing. 



Conclusion 

Applicants respectfully request favorable consideration and early passage to issue 
of the present application. If there are any questions regarding the present application, 
the Examiner is invited to contact Applicants’ undersigned attorney using the information 
provided below. 

Applicants believe no fee is due. Please charge any fees that may be required for 
this Request, or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No. 50-0271 . Order number 
03-026. The Commissioner is further authorized to charge any additional fees which may 
be required for the submission of this paper, or credit any overpayment to Deposit 
Account No. 50-0271 . 

Please charge any fees that may be required for this Amendment to Deposit 
Account No. 50-0271 . Furthermore, should an extension of time be required, please 
grant any extension of time which may be required to make this Amendment timely, and 
please charge any fee for such an extension to Deposit Account No. 50-0271 . 

If the E xamin er has any questions regarding this amendment or the present 
application, the Examiner is cordially requested to contact Dean P. Alderucci at telephone 
number (203) 461-7337 or via electronic maU at Dalderucci@walkerdigital.com 



April 29. 2004 

Attorney for Applicants 
Registration No. 40,484 
Walker Digital, LLC 
Aldenicci@W alkerDi gital .com 
203-461-7337 / voice 
203-461-7300 / fax 



Respegifully submitted. 




Dean Alderucci 
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